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Summer School – Not Only in Summer, Not Only in Debrecen,
Not Only for Learners of Hungarian
The new management of the more than 80-year-old Debrecen Summer School has been blazing new trails for more than a year. As a result, brand new thematic courses of various Hungarian interest have been added to the internationally acknowledged courses on Hungarian language and culture.  At the same time, successful contacts with the Hungarian diaspora have encouraged the staff to bring about further projects.
The management of the school has sought contact with institutions and communities which were anticipated to be receptive to courses on Hungarian language and civilization. Hungarian language courses have been launched in two venues: New York and Oradea (Romania).
Of the Hungarian communities beyond the borders, Oradea seems to be in the greatest need of Hungarian language education. Some 100-150 Romanian-speaking citizens employed by the local government’s customer-service offices and health-care facilities will get the opportunity to study Hungarian in the near future. This will include Hungarian technical language, which is a novel challenge for the teachers of Debrecen Summer School. New teaching materials are being developed and professionals with specialized knowledge will be asked to join the project.
Another objective is to make the new thematic courses a keystone of the school’s system of activities. It was in summer 2010 that visitors to Debrecen first had the opportunity to study the history and music of Hungary in English. Six and eighteen students, respectively, took these courses, each supported by scholarship grants.
The new thematic courses will be offered in four categories. History seems to be the most popular subject so the course on modern-day Hungary remains on schedule. A course on Eastern European history of politics will be added to the list and this will focus on the period immediately before and after the regime change. Grants are available from the Hungarian Scholarship Board for the first course, while US students can ask for the support of ISEP to participate in the second. Three “travelling summer courses” will take a unique place in the new range of activities. The first will take place in Debrecen for a week. Then it will move to Gödöllő, where Grassalkovich Castle will provide a gorgeous setting for a session of studies on the culture of 18th century Hungarian aristocracy.
Hungarian art will not be neglected either. In addition to the prestigious Youth Musicians’ Summer Academy, our popular course on Hungarian music education will take place again. Scholarships are up for grabs to support participants in the latter. These courses are jointly organized by Debrecen Summer School and the Faculty of Music of the University of Debrecen. The new theatre course will focus on the Central European absurd and participants will try their hands in actually putting the English-language version of a Hungarian play on stage. Another course will introduce participants to the wonders of the world of Hungarian fairy tales with the assistance of the fantastic artists of the Vojtina Puppet Theatre.
Biologists and conservationists interested in Hungarian national parks can participate in another travelling course hosted by professionals working in Hortobágy and Duna-Dráva National parks. Social-science buffs, on the other hand, may want to pick the course focussing on the Hungary’s eastern borderland, more specifically the various ethnicities living there. The course titled “Two Capitals, One Country” will be a joint project with the Balassi Institute. Participants will spend five days in Debrecen and a whole week in Budapest to compare the contributions these cities have made to the history of Hungary.
Sports fans will be happy to find the name of a Hungarian icon on the list of courses. The most glorious era of Hungarian football, Ferenc Puskás’s legacy will be analysed but attention will also be paid to uniquely Hungarian offshoots of the game, such as “button football” and “football tennis.”
The success of a course supported by the EU’s Grundtvig programme last autumn encourages the staff to organize new methodological training sessions for foreign citizens leading Hungarian communities or teaching in Hungarian schools. Activities like this might breathe new life to the prestigious Ady Academy too.

Further information:

www.nyariegyetem.hu
www.summerschool.hu 

